POST-WAR

Ankara, and its new leader, the ruthless Mustapha Kemal, after-
wards surnamed Ataturk, was a very vigorous organization. The
treaty had allotted the western part of Anatolia to the Greeks,
who had landed at Smyrna in 1919 and advanced far beyond the
frontier staked out for them by the Allies. Kemal bided his time
while Greece exhausted herself with maintaining an army in the
middle of a mountainous and hostile country. At last, in August
1922 he pounced. The Greeks were routed, and not only the
Greek armies but ultimately the whole Greek population in
Anatolia, half a million in number, were either killed or driven
out of the country.

This tragedy o!id not in itself directly concern us. But small
Allied forces, British, French, and Italian, still occupied both
sides of the historic straits, the Bosporus and the Dardanelles;
for the treaty of Sevres had arranged that these straits and the
city of Constantinople should be placed under international
control. If the victorious Turks attacked and overwhelmed these
small forces and broke through into Europe, Russia would
probably have attacked Rumania and yet another war might
have raged throughout the Balkan countries. The French and
Italian forces were withdrawn before the oncoming storm. The
British, under General Harington, remained behind their
defences at Chanak on the east side of the Dardanelles (October
1922). It was a brave policy, and justified by the result, for the
Turks refrained from attacking them. An armistice was arranged,
followed by a peace conference at Lausanne. Turkey secured
not only all Anatolia but full sovereignty over the straits and
Constantinople.,

The fall of Lloyd George. The Chanak crisis was immediately
followed by the downfall of Lloyd George. For some time past
the Conservatives, who made up the majority of the supporters
of the government, had been restive. If Lloyd George had been
as successful in dealing with post-war problems as he had been
in directing British energies during the war, it is very likely that
his coalition would have become a permanency and emerged as
a new, or National, party. But he had not been successful and
the Conservatives wanted to be rid of him. At a meeting of the
Conservative members of the Coalition in October 1922, Stanley
Baldwin moved a resolution that the Conservative party should
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